St. Stephen Pastoral Council Meeting
January 8, 2025

Opening Prayer: Father Greg Olischlaeger opened the meeting
with prayer.

Present: Father Greg Oligschlaeger, Logan Maher, Matt Hays,
Rose McNally, Danny Sims, and Carol Hagan

Pastor’s Report:

e Holy Rosary renovation update-Father Greg is still waiting
for a final date of completion. The project manager
indicated that it will probably be late March for a completion
date. March 22, 2025 Bishop McKnight will possibly
consecrate the newly renovated Holy Rosary Church and the
Confirmation on March 23 at 9:30AM Mass. Father Greg will
extend the invitation for Bishop McKnight to stay in the St.
Stephen’s rectory during his time here.

e New cabinet and sink in the sacristy area will be installed by
April.

e The new windows for the hall and gym will be installed in
7-10 weeks. We extend our gratitude to the Spalding
Foundation for their donation to this much needed update.




Reports:
e Joint parish December breakfast-it was reported that it was

well attended and several people commented that the
breakfast was delicious and the hospitality was enjoyed by
many. Parking was not an issue for the breakfast. We
extend our thanks to Matt Hays and Danny Sims for
purchasing the menu items and their expertise in gravy
preparation.

e Donna Long sent a detailed Faith Formation Report that was
read and reviewed by the council.

Old Business:

e Church soffit, gutters, downspouts and steeple repair-bids
will be solicited from the following construction companies:
Tallman Construction in Hannibal, Richie Berhager and
Twelve D Construction in Shelbina. The council would like to
see this completed as soon as the weather permits.

e Swinkey Picnic-picnic coordinators Kevin and Tina Long are
working on updating the picnic work lists. They also
requested 15 new white tables for the picnic. The council
will look into the purchase of these tables. The idea is to
take old tables out of the gym for use during the picnic and
put the new tables in the gym. It was noted that the thicker
white tables need to be purchased as they are more durable
and heavier made than the thinner topped tables.

New Business:



e The council will work on a new Pastoral Plan with input from
the feedback obtained from the Beatitudes small group
prayer groups. The plan will center around being a parish of
mercy and charity. The new plan will also need to have a
vocation component that includes not only religious
vocations but the vocation of marriage. Some ideas to
incorporate are: having a vocations booth or activity during
the Swinkey picnic, adoration once a month for vocations,
include our involvement in the food bank, nutrition center
ministry to nursing homes and homebound, delivering meals
to farmers during harvest season, helping with delivery of
meals to kids during the summer months, helping with the
blood drives, and the formation of a social concerns
committee.

e The council developed a to do list-completion date of early
summer:

o Remove the dead tree at the northwest corner of the
gym

Paint handicapped perimeter lines on the parking lot

Landscaping around the rectory-rock and a few shrubs

Powerwash the rectory house

New rectory front door-or paint the existing door.

Lever door handles in the gym and rectory front door

o Investigate taking down the ceiling fans in the church

e The council extended our hospitality to Holy Rosary until the
final completion of their church renovation.

e It was noted that during the time before the start of mass that
the greeters and sacristans in the back of church continue
to extend warm greetings to people but be mindful to be
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respectful of people who engage in quiet prayer time prior to
the start of mass.

Next Meeting: March 5, 2025 following the Ash Wednesday

Mass

Closing Prayer: Father Greg closed the meeting with prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Carol L. Hagan, Secretary

Dillon Pfanner, President



